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: ^ , By MOLLY IVINS 


I 'Special ^7* 

- ^G^OLORADO SPRINGS,- May-llV- 
-g'ranlc W. Snepp3d,,tha former Central'' 
celligence Agency^afialyst who* wrate^l 
book about the fall ofSaigon, is in one^ 
of the mosLcurious legal bin^ in this,/ 
countiy's*- history. * His^efforts-' to- de-^ 
*scgbe how he got where he isto apub^i^ 
-hshers’ grcupi here was somewhat dis^j 
jBinted, as Mr. Snepp'is not permit^./ 
[to-wite out. speeches. He spoke fronr"; 
‘notes jotted on scraps olpaper.'-^ • . £ r— 
On tfie other hand, ittheC,i"A..^nacr: 
Sisappraved of Mr, Sziepp’s speaking to 
; the Association' of American Publish— 
ers, he would have had to write out his 
speech and submit it to the G. LA.* for- 
censorship-.-Mr.'-Snepp, -whose ‘fcH.x}k. 

* t‘r>ecent- Interval!-- earned: him more 
than $ 120 , 000 , is ‘'without a penny to my -| 

• came”, and in debt to his publisher and 

; tojnends; He is pennan^tly forbidden- j' 
* xo^spe^ or write about hi$ experiences j 
^ th the'*’ C.T. A/ ' dr “about * wha t . he • i 
learned fram them. '*r 7 -“*; 7 * ;; 

has completed a. novel, and that 
toomust be submitted to the agency for 
'censorship. Should he earn any f^s by 
speaking, about his-^ situation, that,^: 
money can be confiscated by the C^-*/' 
ernment* i-» *•'*>*? T'.?- i<t 

Question of Contracts 

‘' •Mr.'Snepp believ» strongly in the'/ 
importance and usefulness of the CM. A. ' 
to America; he believes the CJ.A. has 
to engage in covert operations. He in- L 
^sted that his book contained no classi- ; I 
tied information or any information not : 
already in the public domain. The Gov--J 
'eminent has never contended: that it. 

-•'MrZSaepp’s case,lwmdi"Wsdecidedv 
iS- February by the United States Su-- 
j)renie Court in summary fashion with-'T 
.out arguments or briefs, turned on con-*;*^ 
-t^ct law and a side argument of fiduci 
-ary responsibility.' Wheri he joined the 
'agency, Mr. Snepp signed a-contract^ 
agreeing not to write about the agency j- 
without submitting^ the znanuscnpt foi^ 
"prepublication review,’." /or censor^ , 
ship;-and'*another contract before-he^ 
left the C.LA.. agreeing not to^reveal ' 
classified inforraadcrn.^^..;l;i 2 lii 


He argued that the second contract 
superseded the first and that because 
he revealed np classified information, 
he* did.^not “break the contract. ’The 
Court disagree; if also ruled that Mr.:, 
Sneop'was liable under-the laws -re-f 
garding '.fidulfary. responsibility and'^ 
prtxiaeded tcv* confiscate; his earnings 

fro™ 7 -- 

‘My ConicemSeems^ltry’ 

. Mt is evem possible^ the Internal ;[ 
Rev^ue Service' \viU demand that he 
, pay.'tax^- on the. interest the'raoney- 
eam^ while it was being held in an es- 
crow account. Mr. Snepp laughed and/ 
r:-' \ 3 

«‘My sister is a graduate student inJ 
psychology and considers me soit of aij 
lab rat. She wants to see how long I can 
take this without cracking., But when^/ 
^ever I start to feel self-pity, Tremem-" 
^ber my Vietnamese friends and* what . 
‘they're going through,; and my con- \ 
cerns seem paltry.*’ - * • .j 

Snepp spoke bn" a panel at the { 
meeting rwith Representative Les 
Aspire* Democrats of ' Wisconsin, on 
.^Government Secrecy and Book Pub- 
lishing.** Representative* Aspin said 
there were four schools of thought in 
. Congress on what to do about the prob- 
lems posed by the Snepp decision. 
^*One,’* he said, "is backed by the im- 
probable coalition of William Colby, 
fornier C. I/A. chief, and the Anierican 
/Civil Liberties Union.' * 7 ' 

‘ 7 ‘Mhey want to establish a small cate- 
gory of real secrets, such as names of 
C.I.A. agents, which a person could be -| 
prosecuted for revealing, and then just. 

. to do away with all the rest of the clas- 
:sified .bu^ness_and contracts; and 
make prepublication review voluntary. 
Mes^ Tangle /It:- 7 ♦ /;“. .Vh"' V-'*' 

7t 4*A second thought is that we* have a 
.period of malign negl ec t,^ on the: theopr 
: that it is such a. horrendous mess it will 
-eventually fall of itS' own weight. The. 
third route wpuldbe to urge the Admin- 
istration- to 'clean: up the tangle of 
prepublication-review policies and to 
make it clear who is oblig^ and who is 
. not, and over what.17::: b u - Ari: > * : - - / 
lt:»"The . fourth possibility is; for' Con- 
gress to write a\!aw trying to do that. 

; But what . if a : future Supreme Court 



wanted to overturn the Snepp decision. ; 
Would it be deterred if Congress had j 
passed orepublication procedures into ^ 
law?’.' ■ • I 

Representative Aspin said that ^ven ! 
today's climate in Congress, the civil- . | 
liberties union’s position had no chance t 
of passage, adding rbat malign neglect 
was a more likely option. "It*s always, 
,easier,’* he said,, "to get the Congress^ 
to do nothing than to do something." 

He commented tartly on the tavern-- 
ment’s contention in the. Snepp case *i 
that Mr. Snepp, by revealing the chaos = 
that surrounded the pullout from Sai- | 
gon, had marred the agency’s "appear- 
ance of confidentiality.** 

‘We’re Gettinga Flood of Leaks’. 

"If the intelligence services of other 
countries are not cooperating with us 
and our sources are drying up, it*s their 
own damn fault,"^ Mr.* Aspin said. 
"They go and leave the names of their f 
agents in. the Embassy files in Saigon i 
for the Communists to find, and now | 
We*re getting a flood of leaks about who I 
was lined up in Teheran to help in the j 
hostage-rescue effort. My God, those f 
guys are still there; their lives are in i 
danger." ....v. . ..wj 

Representatives: of the publishers’ I 
association agreed that the best solu- ’ 
tion would be for the court to reverse it- : 
self, the sooner the better. But no one 
was : particularly hopeful about this' 
coming- to p^SA>lr. Shepp said, * ' I' 
can’t see that a Reagan court would be 
* sympathetic, and if Mr. Carter is re-^ 
elected, he*s likely to name Griffin Bell 
to the Court." Former Attorney Gen- 
eral Bell is the man under whom the; 
Snepp casewas prosecuted. 

Mr. Snepp has not been able to get 
many invitations to spea.k: "I’m not 
popular on the college lecture circuit," 
he sa id. "If they want an inside view of 
the agency, they get Colby to speak. If. 
they want a dissident view,. .they get. 
someone more radical than I aj^" 77 ' 
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